[PCR-monitoring of gastric juice obtained with the capsuled string for the evaluation of H. pylori eradication].
We have developed a highly sensitive semi-nested PCR assay, URA-PCR, for the detection of H. pylori ureA gene in gastric juice. The primers were designed according to nucleotide sequence analyses of clinical isolates. The PCR assay has higher sensitivity than conventional methods such as culture. Characteristics of culture-negative but PCR-positive patients were similar to those of culture-positive ones. The PCR assay, using gastric juice samples obtained with capsuled strings, detected 97% cases of relapsed infection within eight weeks after antimicrobial therapy.